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From The
President's Desk

GIVING THANKS

We have just navigated through the turkey and the sweel potatoes and
we are moving all too quickly toward the tinse! and a red-nosed reindeer.
Before we all get too caught up in the insanity of the seascn, | wanted to
snare 3 few thoughts with you.

Uver the Thanksgiving holidays, | had time 10 look back on some things
ACT and its members have to be thankful for this year. There were the
successful early bird contract negotiations, which made the down-ta-the-
wire Labor Day weekend talks unnecessary; the placement of all constricted
and laid-off teachers, many back at their original schools; a new high schoal
under construction for @ 2010 opening and ancther on board for 2012, and
the resolution of all cutstanding grievances (nearly 20) from the previous
school year.

Wearing my other hat and reflecting upon life in other Catholic Teacher
Union locals, | saw very clearly that this has not been the best of years for

some of our colleagues in other parts of Pennsyivania. | have spent a sizable
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amount of my time as National President working with the teachers in
Scranton-Wilkes Barre and Altoona-Johnstown, both of whom are fighting
extremely hard to preserve their unions and their hard-won rights under
their negotiated contracts. Since, st the present time, there is no
protection under either National or State Labor Law for teachers at work in
Catholic schocls in states other than New Jersey, New York and Minnesota,
recognition of unions and the honering of collective bargaining agreements
are fast becoming an endangered specias.

Early in 2009, House Bill 2626 will be reintroduced in the PA House. |t
is unfortunate that justice and equity need to be sought from a government
agency, but, especially in the Diocese of Scranton, this seems the only way
to provide the protections to which Catholic teachers are entitled.

As at! of us prepare for the Christmas holidays and for the New Year,
lat us give thanks for all that we have been able to achieve as members of
the Association of Catholic Teachers. At the same time, we must never
take what we have for granted. We only need to look two dioceses north and
two dioceses west.

Best wishes to you and your families for a holy and happy Christmas
lraom the Executive Board and Staff of ACT.




CHRISTMAS SHOPPING MADE EASY

ACT can make your Christmas shopping easy and affordable.  The following lickels
can be purchased dirgclly from the ACT Office. To purchase any of tho tickets
mentioned below, send a check payable to the Association of Catholic Teachers with
your ticket request.

MOVIE TI 15

AME Thealreg -------- $§6.00
Regal/United Artists Theatres £6.00

FRANKLIN_INSTITUTE TICKETS
(regular prica $18.25) mmemenes $13.00

NATIONAL COMSTITUTION CENTER $7.50

PHILADELPHIA ZO0O TICKETS - 513.00

To purchase any of the above tickels, send a check payable to
the Association of Catholic Teachers with your ticket request.

2008 ACT Negotiating Team

Front ficw (Left 1o Righl]: lrene Tori, ACT Slall; Rita Schwariz, ACT Slalf; Elien Donata, Banrgr-
Froncergast

Back Row {Lefl lu Right): Joe Sehuler, Corwel-Egan; Mike Galania, Lansdale Cathatic: John Zooeoia,
Archbignap Wood, Drave MeQuizien, Bishop Shanahan



Another Note Of Thanks !
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Froem: John J. Reilly Scholarship Award Winners

"Each year, the Associaticn's Executlive Board awards a $500 Schoelarship
o tha 3th grader im each Diocesan high schocl and at Holy Croasz who has
tha highest genaral average as of the end of tha first semastar. If that
student is already on scholarship, it is given to the highest student not
receiving financial assistance. The 5500 Scholarship is sent to each
school to be applied to the student's 10th grade tuitiom. -
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Temr Rika,

?lease acoept cur appreciatiorn for AlYT's schelavship of §500.00 for the
1008-09 Anccal Pand. Voar gi®k was agpplisd Lo Shanmos Gallan's Lich grade bo-
icion. As the Lansdale Cacholic digh School comeanily lnplowments par strategic
plan Lop Lhe febece, youwr [insnclal and spiricucal supsort allows cur @chosl Lo
continue with its mission of Eruly eing "A Learnling -::::-||'."||::.E..':,-'I Lupacning values
far Life, through a formative Catholiec sducaticn.”

Lansgdale Catholic High School did nst preovide you wilh ony goods or ser

vicws in whole or partial consideration Lor your contribuclion o chee Anmial
Fimd In bhe words of cur late Pope John Faul (L. “Few offors are wors impor
ta For the pres ¢ il fd dweimg of the Church and of che vaciow thas
Bl I Ob s BT # moak ofF & cation. ¥ Hay our tEoreEs,. 3¢, Therese of
Ligieux, continue o inboroeds an e o our Yy Fean T meeat Lhe peods
ol & our region’s students.

James W. Casey Hrg. Earen L.
Prazident v reglor of Tos
& Aluoni Affaics
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ACT New Senior Delegate Orientation
August 27, 2008

Lelt {Fror to Rear) Jehn Zoccola, ACT Member-at-Large; Irene Tord, ACT Staff: Lucile Pritchard, Senior
Dsalagale Lansdale Cathaolbe, Theresa Marnucc, Semnior Deledate Falivr Judges

Righit (Front :o Rear); Wall Belovitz, Senior Delagata Maumasan-Gorell; Tom Imburgia, Senior Delegale
Cardinal O'Hara, Rila Scheaniz, ACT Siaff; Julia Elliat, Senicr Delegais West Catholic




The Church talks the talk but do they walk the walk?
NACST Convention 2008

Rita, lrens and | armived in St Louwis, MO, the site of this years NACST
Convention, and were swrprised 1o see Candinal Justin Rigali sitling in the gate area whers
we disambarked. Strange but true, Cardinal Rigali was waiting for our plane so that he
could retum to Philadeiphia. Maturally, Rita greeted the Cardinal and they each seemed
compelled to explain their presence in 5L Louis,

ARer settiing into our hatel and before the Convenltion events began, lrane and |
walkead to the famous “Arch” overlooking the Mississippi River, We madae the mistake of
iting into one of the confining frams that transpor visilors 10 the top of the Arch, some

&30 feat in the sky_ [t was a mislake in that the tram oroke down within 10 feet of our
destination. After a fifteen minute delay, we arrived 2l the top, look time 12 look oul tha
wirtdowrs, then descended using the tram on the cppaosile side of the Arch.,

Friday evening found everyone gatherad for the “Reports of the Locals®. Once
again, we counted our blessings for what we have in our local while at the samae time giving
encouragement to those who were experiencing struggles in their Dioceses.

Saturday marning, we galthered Lo listen to Dr. Charles J. Russo, M. Div, J. D,
Ed. D., Panzar Chair in Educalion and adiunct Professor of Law al the Universily of Daylon
(Ohio). The title of Dr. Russo’s talk was "THE MORE THINGS CHANGE, THE MORE
THEY STAY THE SAME: MLRE v. Chicago Bishop at Thirly Lass Ona”. The *NLAB v
Chicago Bishop" case (1979} was cne of the early challenges for employees of religious
schools o0 be coversd under {\JLHB junsdiciion. Dr. Russa ciled from numerous encyclicals
and Church writings pointing out the obvious: "The Church talks the talk bul Fm not so sure
they are willing to walk the walk”. Dr. Russo spoke al length on the American Church's
failure fo uniformly conform to the principles of the nights of workars inhorent in the writings of
Leo Xl (Barum Novarum), Pius X (Quadragesite Anng), Faul VI (Gaudivm: el Spes,
John Paul Il (Laborem Exaicens and Sollicitudg Rei Sccialis) and the US Gonferance of
Catholic Bisheps (Economic Justice for All and Forming Consciences for Paithful
Citizenshig).

Dr. Ausso pointed oul several limes (and by name) those Bishops wio
consisiently choose not to subscribe 1o the righls of warkers referenced in the preceding
writinmgs. & than once, Dr. Busso mensonad the scandal that the Bishaps are bringing
wpen the Church, sspecially in the Ighycs of non-Catholics. Years ago, |, along with all
children in the parochial schools in Philtadelphia, were inslructed not to create scandal to
those arcund us. Mora importantly, never bring scanda! upon the Church. So much for
ihose days, obwiously those lessons were for the followers, not the laaders,

Dr, Russo lefl us with two important tasks:
“Centinue to disseminato informalion on Church teachings.”
“IMake it more uncermicrable for 'them' to lie to your lace”

Dr. Busso's keynote address preceded a session that dealt with the Scramion
scandal and the push Tor the passage of House Bill 26245

Mike Milz, President of Scranton Diocese Associalior of Catholic Teachers

(SDACT), tvrou-%:ﬁ us up ta date on the dissolution of the Urion in the Scranton Diocese.
Last waar, Mike had infarmed wus of the intention of Bishop Maring to restructure fne

(Continued on Page 6)
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schools, At that ime, thera was no mention of the possibility of doing away with the 30
vear old established representative of the leachers and replacing il with a company unfon.
However, batween our last convention and this year's, this is exactly whalt happenad. In
addition 1o replacing SDACT, the Bishop manipulaled the slalling in & way thal caused
hlike Milz to ba constricted,

Mike told of the support of numerous area resicents including parents, studsnts and
vanous laber unions, He told us of his cortinuing struggle 1o have a represenlative election
for the teachers who are very dissalislied with the Bishop's company union.

Mike's struggle centers around House Bill 2628 which would give imporlaint laber
fights to teachers of religiously affiliated schools.

You are encouraged to follow the plighl of the Scrantan teachers on their wab sile
hitp.fwww SDACT.com/blog.

Rita followed with her State of the Union address. In addition %o thanking the
convention speakers, Rita madea it claar that "all (of those present] are bul one Bishop
aweay”™ from not being present at fulure NACST conventions.

The election of NACST officers followed. lrene and | cast the ballots for ACT. Rita
was re-elecled to another 3 year term as President of NACST.

On Saturday evening, the Saint Louis Archdiccesan Teachers Associalion {SLATA)
treated this year's participants to dinner cn a paddle boat whils traveling on the Mississipp:
Hivar,

Everyone returned 1o their respective lacals on Sunday, full of information presented
(a:’: tha various sessions. All are looking forward to next year's Corwention in Claveland,
hic.

Joseph F. Schuler
Member-at-Large
Association of Catholic
Teachers Executive Board

FSA REMINDER

If you are a pariicipant in the 2008 FSA Program, please remember that all
monies in your account must be exhausted by December 31, 2008, Any
funds remaining in your account alter December 31, 2008 will be losl to
you. This, however, does not mean that all your eligible expenses must
be submitted by December 31, 2008. You have 90 days after the close of
the calendar year in which lo submil eligible expenses for 2008.



Seniority Lists Posted

Article ¥, Seclice La slates 0w o before Comber 31 of cach school yvear, the Secomlary Sclwol
Sy stean shall supply o the Association and shall post in the individual schiowls a complets lating of all
legchers in the Seeondary School System meloding those on appeeved leaves of absenes arangsd acooiding
tos system seniority and school senioriy.”

“Teachers shall have wnkid December 15 to call silzntion in weitiog o soroes o lle gricvances with the
laeal aehonl sdministration concesuig ewr posilions on (he seniorily raker”

IMPORTANT MEDICAL INFORMATION
CONCERNING FLU SHOTS

GETTING A FLU SHOT AT THE DOCTOR'S OFFICE

Fju shats are covared under bolh the Ferscenal Choice and Keystone Health
Plans. The flu shot is covered at a 100%. however, the doctor may charge
s co-pay for the office visit.

welTING A FLU SHOT AT A LOCATION OTHER THAN THE DOCTOR'S
OFFICE

§ you get a tlu shot outside of a doctor’s olfice, such as the local
supermarke! or drug store or even at an arca school, Blue Cross wiil
‘eimbiirse yod the amount paid up to §25. To gel reimbursed, you will need
o submit i Flu_Shot Reimbursement Form and_include your
receipl. (keep a copy for your records) You can get a Beimbursement
Form from your Senior Dolegale or by calling the ACT Office.

Please nole: When submitting a claim for reimbursement, you
may get an Explanation of Benefils stating that they applied the
525 allowance towards your out-of-network deduclible. If this
happens, you will need to follow up with Blue Cross and ask
them to reprocess the claim correctly since flu shots are
covered withoul having to meet any deductible obligation.



Merry

Christmas
AND
PPY
Year !

Rita, Irene, Ginny and Caitlin



