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Presi 's D

JOB THREATENING.COM

In October, 2006, | wrote an article warning all teachers about the
potential problems connected with improper use of the Internet. Since

the problems continue and, in , have b more serious,
| have reprinted the article for the December Spirit of *76. PLEASE
READ CAREFULLY.

¥ith this age of My Space.com and You Tube, there are certain issues
of which teachers should be aware. Serious problems have already occurred.
Sad to say, some have even been job-threatening.

Over the past several years, the Association has accompanied
teachers who have been asked to meet with school and diocesan
administraters concerning the use of the Internet both in schoal and at
home.

Use of the Internet and e-mail at school brings its own set of caveats,
since you are using your employer's computer, and workplace transactions
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FROM THE PRESIDENT. ..

can be monitored. If you use e-mail to give or check assignments, always
make sure that the message is class and curriculum related. Do not use a
“chat raom" agproach and never place students on your personal e-mall list.

QOutside of school, there is a separate area known as off-duty conduct,
sometimes, misconduct. This is not about restricting your personal
freedom. If you have created or are thinking about creating a personal web
site, that is your decision. However, please remember who you are, what
your oecupation (vocation) is and by whom you are employed. Be extremely
careful about the words that you use, the comments that you make and any
photagraphs that you post.

When in doubt about any of the above, please think before you act. It
might be helpful to ask & fellow teacher to look at what you intend to write,
post, etc.

Az you are reading this, | am sure that many of you are saying to
yoursehves, “She has got to be kidéing! Who doesn’t know this?" My answer
is, “More people than you would imagine.” In fact, this might be a good time
for all teachers to review their computer files both in school and at home
and, please, don't hesitate to use the “delete” key.

Finally, if you should be asked to attend a meeting with school or
Archdiocesan administrators and the meeting concerns the use of
computers, the Internet and/or e-mail, please make sure your Senior
Delegate or other Association representation is present.

e
Seniority Lists Posted

Article V. Sextion L stabes “On or before Ociober 31 of cach school vear, the Secromlury
School Sywiem shall supply to the Associaion and shall post i the individual schoals 2 complels
listing of all teachen in the Secondary Scheol Sysiem including those en apgroved leaves of ahsence
armunged acconding 1o sysicm senworily end school senionty.™

“Teachers shall have vatil December 13 w call atienbion in writing to errons or (ike grievances
with e local scho] sdministration conceming Bear pedilions o the scnionty rosier”™



A Fistor s D ribaits

0 Seprember 17, Mawreon Fherde, my sister,
ooe:fidanie, and friend was whisked sway and entered
imta wiernal life. Undoubawadly a happey day for her bad
iz ol gren: lewes for 2!l who knew ber.  Mhnaeen Jisl
s sl Dived ber life, truly an inggication o all wha
Wi with her.

Migureen taught i the Archdiocesan Scoondrry
Sl Systen for about thiny-free vears, Hor Dirst
resigmnent was 2 Saint Maria Gosetti Tligh School,
Tolloowezl by Archbidiop Kenaidy, Roman Cathalic,
il Monsign Bonmer wiere she taght for the lis
L“‘En‘.}'r“\l.' }‘ﬁill'\.

Throughout ler eatire life Maarcen was 2
earing, daverel, loving persaon who always pat
olbers before hersell,  She lived ber life prepared
fior death, Enowing that “wt o howr you dh ol
expotl, e B of Man will come.™ (M 24:04)

The zauminer of “07 beld greal promise B
Waureen sid lier husband, Bill. A twa waek cnidss
1o Alzska had beeg in the plasning sace Cheistmas,
11 was preobably (e fird sammner ever ot Manrcen was actually leoking forward 1o the month af
Augest! Yer, the month of August did mot hokd diis progzise. On July & Maureen's life changed,
She wenn insn the bospitsl for @ simple procedonc: bowever, the culesine wis ol simple,  Musrees’s
diagiusis was nel immodintely knows Al she was wobd wie that ghe had a race ferm of avasian
cancer. Lacar we woukd feamn that i wag called a corcliogaronmse - o cancer that yuickly and guietly
inelen the body lissie and infilites cvery organ in its path.

Manreen’s fivst thoaght was not whout bevsell. 10 was sbeat her hiushand and how he was
lowking forwwnd o e Almhan cruise, She wes boping that thew would <Gl be abibe to go ol wos
determined that she would da everything pos<ible ke make it hoppen.

Ihe next fow weeks were Glled with doctors” appoimments, CAT Scane, PET Scans, aad
chemotherapy.  Ofientines she was 30 tired she could hardly even speabl. Tler hung cavity filled with
fluid. meking it diffioul for ber 1o breatha. Yet, in spite of this, becanse she had promised sudents
thas she wiould write their colleze ncommendations over the summer, she stragghed and munsiged o
ke that promuise,

Threnghout gl of this Masreen was most conrageous, When she talked it seomed 1 e that
s was speaking about someone e | ofien ledd ez T woubd just sit and cry with her b she old
e the was offering up ihe pais, sallering, snd mental forment for our motiver, a 8 vear ohd wh
lias i Algheimier’s discase for the past 14 vears, i the bope diat e would mot have to sl

Manmreen was & prageifisl porson and wward the ead of her lile she wid ber husboed that she
did not want 19 die but that sse was nod alraid 1o die. Absays preparcd for everything, thers i sa
deiht that she wae irilnally seady for death.  Diring her last wecks Manrcen veas usvinted, blessed,
amal praved oves ey Uises  The night before she died the family gathernd ar her bedside.  Father
San Veruni, 3 family friend, fed ue i prayer snd anointed ber. The fallawing maming Futher
Tonpeasitas, the Presideat of Monsigno: Bonner and Archbishop Prendergast High School blessed ber
and praved with us. He slso lefi a packet of levers that spodems, past and present hal writhken In Sor
whien they lieand she wa sick. As [ paged threagh the leblers, T read them aloud 1o bee in the bope
that die would be able t0 hear all nf the wonderful things dear had beon wringn abaoe her, | had
always knowin Masreen was an exvellent teecher but the stdents” letbers captored e real essaime of
whal she was gbeut in e claseeam ol ane a tribake o e eachor she was

[Centinued on Page 4)
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i way adways so grecd to wedk info your class or pass you in e hedls i see you nmiling... From
Peing in oo claxe..  learmed o appreciote dhings wove and nod gef wd of tose insigifoans
troubles or incomveniences of . "

“Fow Browghi so much lappisess and fassor to owr fives o Bonner... Yo love for your stedets oid
Bl @0 womaficed,., [ ve come [0 realise i tha 'y o frely rare guality fo find i @ weacher . Even
aifter we had left ife wolls of yorr elussroom beling, you seilf shaved your warnih with ws v Senior
Rewreai by sendling us conkies. 1 arady hape yow aendersiund . g pou bave sigde cach of s fees
Fetter by poww love for vour sinlents. ™

“Yau are one of the mott gonuine and supporiive peaple § fave ever bad the pleasire 1o kuow. "

“F il remember dnd wiilize whit yow tosght wme i fuior yeor theedugy class.  Soowlimes | even
direcify guote the anawers G grestions as i o were present,”

“Fhais 10 you, | began to respecs e true memntng of being o Clrision theowgh sorvice aud
exmmpie.

“Vau heiped w prepars me spirifually for the resi of my fife . beep fighting bocawse there are
hewcdeecds of mere boys then confd sl sse yowr guldasce. ™

“Vou sersigehs ove I pocsly snoysel) cond gove e o decpor wnderstanding of sy rooly academically, ©
"1 dhadork pivar oise sy werlwabie vietwe you fongiht mee wos i of selfcosteal =

Yow were afways bing anud sarilfing and you cowdd fell shat you really cored eboot all of s
swdivichianily.

“The sducation you gave w from the poses was minimod compared io wiar you skowed dirough

B you Sived the Gospel evervday... Fowr fesson of pedience was one of the greatess ever laugiil o
me. N fnonbled me B donph wne to ser Cheist in everyone, ot becotse of the good that they do,
bt because of the pood that dwelis witkin them. *

Thrcuigghanst Maureen's illness she received many packages, leners, and cands wishing ber well
! remmingding ber tht she was in everyone's pravers. She deliphted in the good wishes and nead sud
reread thest often and shared their sentiments with Ure fusily, 1t was appacent to us that Mavreen
was lowerd by just about seyone wiks gver et ber.

In the days that followed her passing many kind sentiments were expressed. The one that
best reflected wha she was and what she was about was from Ralph Celidenio, former Assistant
Prizcipal of Avademic Affsirs a1 Moasignar Ronner and colleague of Maursen™s for twenly-live
wears,

“fMarees) possessed @ bumiling i ey waney acts of bindieess, Ravely wondd she ask o favor for
hereelf pot sive wern alwarys recde to belp others. She haed o wonderfid vense of usace especiolly
elixplaying wn impivks sovife wih) the “leish ™ rwinkle i her ey,

With her passing there is much pain and sorrow bul aet for Maurees,  The pain is ours and
the sorrow is sadwess lor us wha miss ber torribly.  Throughout ke illness thers were 50 many of us
who prayed for a mirscle. A miucle happesed but not the ane requested. Mawseen was prepared o
wiwet her Creator, and genthy He ealled I Home.

Fileen DeStefann
Mongiguwor Bomer and Archbithop Prendeegast High Schoal



Remembering Maureen Fbherle

Moureen Eberie is ne longer with us; and we misa her
desply. MKauvresn tcaught in the System for cwenty-five
yearg, Lns lazc 1% or o at Monsigmor Boner, now Bonner-
Prendergast. I tha all boy werld of Bonner, Maurean was
a paradigm of the Catholic laywoman, a great model for all
of what it »eans to live a Catholic life, Ehe was a
superk teacher. Her ability to coertrol & classrocs of
teenage boys and teach them che moral life, while
censtantly referencing the Saints as medels for living,
was aslounding. Mavreen was a skilled profescional,
dedicated o her czaft. The American historian, Henry B.
Adams, wrote thal a teacher affects eternity. Maureem
truly affected eternity. But most of all, Maurcen was a
great frierd to her fellow Leachers. Couverselion, &
syrpathetic aar, whatever, Haureen was there for all. And
80 - conclude where I stazted: good bye Maurean, we mizs
¥ou.

Jim Blelunas
Bonner-Prendergast

Andhadndrdprenedbndaddstarradadrirnbadsindaddinsvdbndanis

wa do not knew the day or the hour when Cod will caill
us home Eo render ar account of ourselves--anc S0 we must
ba vigilant and ever-prepared each day of our lives. This
was gurely tzue of Msursen Eberle. Maureen was oy
solleague and my dear Irlerd. Her faith was strong anc
apparent. She wus che consumrate teacher: her lessons
were claar, her examles were poignant, ard her witness
impeccable, Sha was my go-to person for everything and
aaything. I tressuved her counsel and ne-nonsense
advice. Through thick and thin, she was even-tempered,
hard working and pleasant. Her humility mirrored that of
Mary herselt. She was a devoted daughter ard sister, a
loving wife und mother. Perhaps with the passing of tine
ard the power of good mamories, our loss will be eased.
Konerhelens, LU 15 our fairh in the Paschal Mystery that
reassures us that Maureen is at res:t and at peace.

Maures:, intercede for us belore God's throne!
kav. Francis X. Devlin, OfA

Theolegy Depariment Head
ponner-Prondergast



NACST Convention 2007

The HACST Anaual Convention was Feld in Baslon on Octobaer 6-7, 2007, lrene Tori and |
pragented ACT's Raport of Locals on Friday evening. Listening 1o the achisvements and svuggies
of the varicus locals of NACST puls your local's progress In perspective

Saturday maming found us galhising to hear from Dawid L Gregary, the Dorolhy Day
Profassor of Law at 5t John's University in New York, Knowing thal David's talk was diled “Some
Reflections on Laker amd Emphoymary Ramifications of Diocesan Banerupley FRngs™ we anoduily
awaited to hear just what might Se ahead for us 36 members of NACST. David opaned with “H you
ara not goirg Wesl, at least look Wast” Ve knew he was relerring 1o Lhe Eve bankrupicy filings in
the western part of the country. David went on |2 #te 8 lively discussion among those present,
Tiw preseristion came down to bwo aroas for NACST mambers to frack. ‘One potential
congequencs may b a calalysl spuning employess of tha Calticlic diocoses, and in particulsr
Catholic sahoal teachics, o mare aggressively pursue unionizalion fo bellor secure hair ofhenvise
inherently wnstable postions.” The other area had to do with the chwel's reliance on Canon Law (o
secure its posisen with respect 1o unionization of its emplayeas and now tha Church's willingnass to
allow fadaral baskiupley laws 1o halp them in Gmes of inancial crises. David Gregory pul it this way.
it may be much more dificut for @ docese 8 contend thet f stands bekind ihe hwolable curtaln of
canon law and is inswaled from government regulalion by the Firsf Amendment, when. af the same
fime, i fresly aniers bankrupley profection. The Church has become so intenvoven in (e Jegal
system over he pasi halfdecade, a5 aviderced Ihrough tha fhve docesan banirugicies, thal somi
courls may comecty percero thal the Church has scquiesced in alowing tsel lo be governed by
more than fust cowon faw. As il has olowsd i Nabiftes iv be regulated and determmed by federa
baviinipicy by, & ix carlaly paUsbie (hal ihe courls may. bt ihe sear falure, deleniing ihat Mere s
na compeiing First Amendment prohubitiza of the labor iow rights of Calhede schoo! feachers.”

Fallowing Davia's presentaten, Rita gave her State of tha Union address. Rita was pleased with the
progress thal NACST had made cver $he las! year. Bul, Rita caufionad that there is some concemn
will the conscldation snd festructuring that is taking place in several of the dioceses. She
mentioned that the afterncon session would address mosl of lhess concerns.

Mike Milz, Execitive Vice President of NACST, as well as President of the Scranion Diocese
Assosiation of Calholic Teachers, together with Bruce Endy, NACST Counsel conducted the
aftermoon session entitled “Conscdation and Restructuring i Calhobe Schocls - The New Chalenge
for Our Usiohs.” The preseeviaion neld evary local's atention since this was a £rat hand acceunt of
whal was taking place in the Scranton Diccesa  Mike and Bruce went though the rationala, sense of
wgency and sought-after culcomes of the diocses as wall as the role on ar indepandas! consulling
firm hired by the diccase. Questions and comments wene numerous from thase in altendance. Mike
and Bruce amphasized that the boltam line for all locals is to be proactive, Be awsra of any
umblings about change. Make yoursed part of the process. Keep the media and your membars
inforned. Develap an acion plan, And insist on a role for the Union al every stage of e prcoss.

We wera dafinilaly enriched by whal we heard throughout all of the sessions. And we alio knew
there was mach 12 ba funed to within e near future for Beth our locals and the National

Irame and | ciscussed much of what we had sxperienced as we waked the Freedom Trall later
Saturday afterncon, We did mulually dgree thal many of our younger teachers would have
apprecizted the haads-up that was pregented at this years corwanticn,

Joe Schuler
Senior Delegate
Conweli-Egan Catholic



I Honory of Fow Hilha

Sometimes, the most profound truth
tan be expressed in the simplest of
statements. This is one of those times,
Simply slated, Tom Nedelka was a good
man. Tom luved his son. He loved his
teaching and he loved life,

Tom was a “thinker, a planner,
a man of acktion,™
(Rudy Sehatz)

Tom exuded a deep concern for and a
lave of his students. Tom possessed
an ever-present “deep-sealed
respect for his colleagues.”

(Rllison Papanioniou)

His “expansive knowledge of and sensitivity towards literature and
writing"

{Milison Papantoniou)
made Tom our conversalional philosopher in whom we delighted.

Tom was a gentie teacher. He inspired his students to dream, to
explore and to discover the world around them. He did these things
quietly, gently and professionally,

Tom KNedelka was a good man. His own waords prociaim, in his
inimical way, his yoodness and his gentieness. We shall miss this
colleague, this friend, this good man.

st vt angry about it. F do not foel cheate ar despairiing, evens though 7 may rot
revover: My fife s feen ¢ vestvgs, wionelenful and rich, with s ragrets over tfings wndone
Throngglt hasich and efiroigg ssbnes, e fave ohe ablity tw interpret GodDs plim fov (e, and'we
Riave tfie alidity e findche goodhess in it f we doep e coverage andd waintain our divverion
cowarid the Cjighe. Tven im A siebiess, '.hu.-r‘.gm.'flfﬁd' (i Noaotha)

The English Department and Friends
Archbishop John Carroll High Scheal



Eloquence. How many individuals do you know who are truly elaguent--
both in speech and in writing? Tom was uniguely eloguent, perhaps among
the most articulate speakers 1'se met. Foen whon on different sides of a
position, | could be mesmerized by the delivery of his pithy sentiments. He
would choose just the right words, combine them creatively and then position
them carefully so as to craft an impassioned, persuasive and cagant
argument. But of aren greater impression than his eloguence, was Tom's
sensitivity. in the heat of a disagreement, he never lost sight of another's
humanity; he took special care (o be tactful and respectful--a difficult 1ask
especially when speaking your mind.

Gentle and kind, thaughtful and unselfish, Tom often sough!t oul the
underdog and was generous With his thne, monay, compliments, talends and
heart. He made a point of lelting people know that they mattered Lo him;
truly, a noble and enviable quality.

For thirty-five years at West Catholic, Bishop Kenrick and Archbishap
Carroll, Tom was a teather of Literature, which is to say, that more than
many of us, he taught “Lire.” He lived and taught the epic themos that we
all experience--journeying and identily, loyalty and betrayal, compassion and
honor, and eventually loss and redemption. His sudden death was a surprise
ending that has left us stunned and mystitied with a desire to re-write the
Tinal chapter.

Tom's students were privileged 1o witness a teacher who embraced life
fully and found joy in each day. A love of history (Gettysburg, especialiy)
and a respecl lfor nulure were paramount to him.

Tom adered being o father, How many parents of teenagers dare to
make that proclamation--publicly and freguently? Tom did; he reveled in
fatherhood. His final wish was to see his only son, Andrew, graduale from
high schoal in June.

Even as Tom faced a grim and painful future, he did 20 with his
trademark strength, courage, humility and optimism. 1 lament the lass of
another dedicated, Catholic educator but even mare selfishly, | grieve the
loss of a kind and loyal friend. For ail the limes | neglected 1o say “thank
you, Tom” ... | will remain forever grateful that your path first crossed mine
many years ago. Find peace now, dear friend.

Helene Regeita
formeriy of Rbp. Carroil High Schoal



Movie Tickels Are Great for Gift Giving

The ACT Office has a limited supply of AMC and Regal/United
Artists Movie Tickets. The cosl per ticket is $6.00. If you would
like to order lickets for the Christmas holidays, call the ACT Office
as soon as possible so we can hold your tickets. Make a check
payable to the Association of Catholic Teachers for the amoumt of
tickets ordered. Your lickels will be mailed once paymenl is
received.
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IMPORTANT MEDICAL INFORMATION
CONCERNING FLU SHOTS

GETTING A FLU SHOT AT THE DOCTOR'S QFFICE

Flu shots are covered under both the Personal Choice and Keyslone Health
Plans. The flu shot is covered al a 100% however, the doctor may charge a
cu-pay for the office visit.

GEITING A FLU SHOT AT A LOCATION. OTHER THAN THE DOCTOR'S
QEFICE

I you got @ fiu shot outside of a doclor's olfice, such as the local
suparmarket or drug store or oven al an area school, Blue Cross will
reimburse you the amount paid up lo $25. To gel reimbursed, you will necd
lo submit a Flu_Shol Reimbursemen! Form and nclude your
recuipl, (keep a copy for your records) You can get a Reimbursement
Form from your Senior Delegale of by calling the ACT Offlice,

Plaase nole: When submitling a elalm for reimbursement, you
may get an Explanalion of Benelils slating that they applied the
26 allowance towards vour oul-of-nelwork deductible, If this
happens, you wili need 1o foliow up with Blue Cross and ask
them to reprocess the clalm correclly since flu shois are
coverad without having ifo meet any deductible obligation.



Merry
Christmas

AND

Happy
Year !

From
Rita, Irene, Ginny, Katie and Natalie



