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From the
President's Desk

NEGOTIATIONS 2006:
WHAT OUR TEACHERS NEED

One of the best parts of my job as Presidant and ACT Staff is 1o wisit
the high schools and talk with teachers. | jokingly tell people that | really anly
gao for the lunches, but everyane knews that's totally not tree.

Visiting schools and talking with teachers is especially important during
a negotiating year. As | travel from table to table in the Faculty Dining
Rooms, | am asked: How do | think negatiations will go thes yezr? Wil thera
e another strike? What about the Medica!? Wil the Pension st be thee?
Are more schools going te dose? | don't have a erystal ball, and, hanestly, |1
prafor it that way.

Each tima ACT bagins the negotiating process with the System, it is &
new experience, even though the issues that will fill the many long hours and
months of collective bargaining don't vary much fram year to year. The ACT
Taam is meeting weekly to put together the proposals. They will be
prasented to the membership on Wednesday, Mareh 15th and | urge all of you
Lo come 1o that mesing 1o Sée the proposal and vote your approval of it,
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FROM THE PRESIDENT. . .

The opening of Megotiations ts 2ot far Tuesday, March 2Bth, Tha ACT
Team will enter the room confident in the knowledge that our Union is streng
and that our teachers want to go back to work in September. However, we
dlso know that this retum to the classroom will ealy occur i teachers are
given a contract that will provide them with 1) a decant salary mereasa; 2)
medical coverage for themselves and their famiies that will nat cost them
much mare in premiums and co-pays; 3) & pension package that will provide
retrement with dignity; 4} class sizes that don't outnumber the availabls
cesks and 5) the selid linguage contained in the existing job security and
tug process elauses,

A bt of teachers and administratars want 1o know if we can et
megotiations done by the end of the school year, As | have said before, it s a
greal idea, but there is little likelihood of it happening, You would need a
process ke Win-Win which encapsulates & months of bargaming into 4
waeks, but, Win-Win i3 met on the negotiating agenda for 2006, Lising Win-
Win has to be by mutval agresment, and the System has said no,

The maiy questicns being asked at lunch tables acrass the System wil
e on the bargaining table all summer. Hopefully, they will be satsfactonly
answered and @ package scceptable to the majority of the ACT Membarship
will be presented for ratification on September Sth, Please krow that the
ALT Team will do everything we can o make that happen.
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Pay Less for Prescriptions?

Lf you take & presoriptles snoa dally banis, you may want eo do gomo see-
pacissn ahopping an dsugetora.oom. Qg Scachor cold up that sho waas akle
te reteive her prescripslon whieh had beon romoved frem Ene Cormulory)
for about the & prioe as Caremart charged when She modicaciss wan omn
the formelary. She was aloe abla to got 100 gille versen ke 98 pilla
that are available chreough Caremark.

You =ay alpo want to eheck pricen with Coses. From whab we have booss
told, ped don't need Es ba a monbar En arder £a parcicipate in thets pEE-
acription plan.

Lut the ACT Offien i wou are able to mave any ssnny,




In Memory qf Thomas F. McPherson

I constoer myself privl legsd 1o have
worked with Tebsas McPhorsen for over
thirsy years. As a colleague, & Tollow
departmeni member and & friend, np was
irely inspirational amd supportive,

Hawing Geem his department head dor

tne Tast Tifteen years, I had sany
opportumities 1o wiseE his classrooms.
fach and puery vime, [ was overwheloed Dy

\Bfee Striking charactorisilcs LR
imtense rappart he had with his siedenis:
Lhf Bistwal respeci thBl was 39 apparent:
amd the challenging matere of che cally
Levson Tea wad a master at involwing Bis
studgals With Lhe matertal,

ane specific mesory T Bave 1§ whea 1
was going & book ofder for Lhe fakl senesier,
gnd wsen [ oguestloned him aboui whil ticles he
manTed, ImEEpdiately he respedgl “The siucenls need to read more DThien and
Kaftha and Chekmoy,” Clearly, he #as 3 @an whi walued and Laughl &ng
tragitional, He loved Shakespears an@ Instillad his jowr of Shakespeare to
nis scodents with close fextudl feadimgs acd analpsis.

n many oressions Tom coubo be seen in coaference with ang or several
students after school. fle goldea ang sentored many. T was not wnusual Lo
1108 & stadent from fem OF Dwenly years pasi coaing back o $1ELY seek nis
coursel

Hé wag a remarkatile Indivigual

Wincent Cancra
West Cathelic
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Somelimes you neves realizs she valus of samething ud you kasa 8. This is how | feel
aboul Tom's passing Iwny:gdahnqwellhllhinmand | it af took him far granied. Hew |
realize mose than ever (ke ol ha filed for athen anid mysed | try now b reasen his passing
as simply Tam gelting a lead s1aa on e rest of us. | Uik e would like 10 itk of it 116wy

Bill1 HcHackin
West Catholic
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Thopaz Mosze High School foc three

Wa ware glad o have him

a dimension EREAE Wad lacking
i Juring the
I worked

i Alack EuddnRL
czuly gave it Life,
effaris diversity becamw

in wWhich

Ladghe.

Nike DiBenedatte
West Catholic



Lancer's Local
ssues or confractual items of interest to Holy Cross H. 5. (Delran ML)

The faculty wishes Theresa Ritter well ia ke new cageor and thanks
her for all her years ©f porvico to Holy Cross.

The faculty woleomes Rick Comcron and Ros Feley to the ceaching
staff of Hely Croas,

Tax Informetion: Union Dues for the Year 2005 are 5400.

Archdiocesan High Schools
TAX THNFORMATION
2005 DUES
$400.00

NOTICE

Yoluntary Transfer
Applications for wvoluntary transfers must be
gpubmitted no later than April 1lst.

{Forra will be postod by March lek. |

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT UPDATE

Gowarnor Aendell approved Houwse Bill B%4 (P, M, 2133} on Febeuary
2, 2006, It amonds Section 1305.3(f] of the Mublle School Code
iralating to Concipuing Professional Bducatien Yor cortificated
aducaticnal professionals) and permits professi I adyoaiara who
are arpleyed at nonpublic schools to have ac frea CPFE
esgraad eftored by the Pennaoylvania Dapartmost

te thin. only thoso employved by o "&chosl enki
torm) had o statutory cight bo Eave accodsa to the POE cournen.




MEDICAL CARD UPDATE

In the December 2005 newsleflar, we askad you o e-mall or call
aur office if you did not receive a now medical card over the fall
bearing the “Caremark” logo. We heard from an overwhelming
number of teachers whe said they did not receiva their new card,
Due lo Ginny's efforts, Blue Cross has agreed to do a mass
re-lssue of medical cards for every member covered
under our group plans. You will receive a new card for yourself
and for aach family member coverad under the group plan. Blua
Cross bagan mailing the new medical eards 1o all Parsonal Choige
and Keyslone subscribers on Fabruary 6th. Your new medical
card is 10 be used for all vour healih care, including in and out-
patient hospital services, lab and radiology, office visits and
doctor's fees as well as pharmacy andfor mail order presception
benafitz. There is no separate card for your prescriplions.

VOLUNTARY VISION PLAN

The second payment for the Vaoluntary Vislon Plan was dug on
February Bth. If you have not sent in your check, payable to the
Association of Catholic Teachers, pleass do &0 as 500N as
possible. The amount due at this lime is S82.32.

MEMBER SERVICES

Tha {ofaving lickels can be purchased thraugh b AGT Oifco. ANMG Mosia Tickats
[35.50), Loows Theaters (S5.50), RegalUniled Arists (556,00], Mational Conslituion
Comer (36.80), Frankliin nattute {511.00]. To place an ordar, 2ond @ & chogk
payable fo tho Associntlon of Gathalle Tenoheors wilh a nals sdicating whal &=
baing purchasad and the quanlity daairad, Goupans lor Coosars Pocono Aoscels ane
now available. Il inlerested, please send an amail 10 nacslnacal @venzomnnal for your
Iraa coupan,
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Fducator
Spotlight
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General Membershipl,
: Meeting
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